
Arthur Utley

It was on the 16th October 1914 that a local amateur footballer and cricketer Arthur 
Utley was killed at the Battle of La Bassee in France. The Utley family were well 
known in the locality of Wombwell Main and Hough Lane having lived there for well 
over twenty years. Joseph and Mary Ann Utley had three daughters and seven sons, 
at least five of those sons were to fight in the ‘war to end all wars’.

The local paper for week ending 12th December 1914 acclaims the sporting prowess 
of the Utley family and also follows their progress as fighting men. The paper 
goes on to say “The name of Utley has been inseparably associated for years with 
Wombwell Main Football and Cricket clubs.  Few men surely possess such sterling 
fighting qualities for the name of Utley of Wombwell Main, has been heard in many 
remote corners of the globe in connection with the army.”

The brothers mentioned were Jack, Arthur, Charles, and Harold. There is poignancy 
to the paper’s narrative as Arthur was already dead, killed in France as he fought 
with the Second Battalion of The Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry. Arthur had 
been on the reserve list of the regiment when war broke out and was working as a 
miner at Wombwell Main. 

In 1908 he had married Hannah Bullough. The Bullough and Utley families had 
lived close to each other for many years, the Utleys at 29 Wombwell Main and the 
Bulloughs at number 31 so Arthur and Hannah would have known each other from 
childhood. 

In 1914 Arthur and Hannah were living at 26 Windmill Road with their four young 
children, Herbert, Ada, Joseph and newly born Norah. 

According to the Barnsley Chronicle published on 31st October 1914, Arthur had 
previously written to Mr A Oxley at the Sir Georges Arms sending his best wishes to 
the Wombwell Main Football Team and hoping that he would be present when the 
club “celebrates its victories at the end of the season”.

The local paper of 12th December also tells of a letter Arthur wrote to Hannah 
thanking her for “cigs and matches” and telling her how it made his blood boil to 
see French women and children fleeing from their homes with their possessions in 
a bundle. He writes that he is due to fall-in any moment. The letter continues “The 
kids will wonder where I am all this time. I thank you dear for your prayers for me.” 
He ends by exhorting her to “keep up a good heart” and says “I have a great faith of 
seeing you all again sometime. Write straight back, for it is like receiving a fortune 
from you.”  

Sadly by the time Hannah received his last letter Arthur was dead and she was left 
to bring up their four young children all under six without financial help. In 1918 she 
married George Halifax and they had a son. Arthur is ‘Remembered with Honour’ on 
the Le Touret Memorial’ in France. 

The Utley family were to receive another terrible blow before the war was over as 
the youngest sibling Lance Corporal Joe Utley of the 1/10th Battalion of The Kings 
(Liverpool Regiment) was killed on 9th April 1918. His name is inscribed on a panel 
on the memorial at Loos as his body was never found. 



It is impossible for us to imagine the grief and loss of these local families and the 
sacrifice made by the footballers and cricketers of Wombwell who never came 
home. 

The Duke of Wellington said that the Battle of Waterloo was won on ‘The Playing 
Fields of Eton’ likening war to a game of cricket quoting the poem by Henry Newbolt, 
which exhorted boys from Public Schools to ‘Play Up, Play Up and Play the Game’. If 
this was the case the Great War was won by working class lads like the Utleys and 
the countless other lads from mining and industrial areas like Wombwell on the 
fields of local sports  teams like Wombwell Main Cricket Club.


